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The Evolution of Coastal Defense Settlement and Cluster Conservation in
Shipu Harbor Basin
HE Yi, CHAI Xiaoyi

Abstract: The Shipu harbor basin has formed a complete geographical unit as
part of the spatial structure named "four islands with five gates to the sea". Locat-
ed in a regional characterized by coastal defense systems and fishing industires,
the Basin consititutes a clustered settlement. The Basin sees a nice blending of
fishery culture with coastal defense culture. The built environment is not only a
materialized form of regional history, but also a product of regional adaptation.
Taking Shipu harbor basin as an example, this paper examines the evolution and
protection of coastal defense settlements in a specific geographical unit, and puts
forward the concept and conservation method of "cluster of historical settlements".
More specifically, the concept refers to clusters of historical settlents that share
formative mechanism, cultural features and geographic proximity. The method of
cluster conservation includes two dimensions of time and space: both the coexis-
tence of relics of different historical periods and symbiosis of multiple cultures.
In the planning of historic urban landscapes (HUL), the historic value of urban
and rural cultural heritage and the overall protection of the whole geographic unit
needs to be emphasized so that the link between local traditional culture and so-
cioeconomy development can be established.

Keywords: coastal defense settlement; Shipu harbor basin; cluster conservation;

geographic unit
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Fig.1 Location map of Shipu harbor basin
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Fig.2 Defense system of the historial Changguo Theater under the coastal defense priority Fig.3 Shipu harbor basin defense unit under the contraction of coastal defense system
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Tab.1 The boundaries of coastal defense cities in the Shipu harbor basin
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Tab.2 The military facilities of coastal defense cities in the Shipu harbor basin
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Tab.3 The street system of coastal defense cities in the Shipu harbor basin
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Fig.4 Historical map of Changguo Wei
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Fig.5 The process of demilitarization of coastal defense cities
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Tab.4 The evolution of the residential courtyard of Changguo Wei
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Tab.5 Analysis on cluster protection of historical settlements in Shipu harbor basin
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Fig.7 Historical structure of coastal defense system in Shipu harbor basin
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