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Analysis of the Regeneration Dilemma of Shanghai Old Town: The Perspective of
Spatial Evolution
ZHANG Chenjie, WU Jiang

Abstract: Starting with an examination of the urban context of Shanghai old town
(SOT), the paper studies the spatial evolution of its land, roads, streets, and architec-
tural spaces. It assesses the heritage value SOT and the spatial composition of its ur-
ban heritage. By focusing on the evolution of spatial form in the period of 1946—
2018, the paper further pinpoints the current dilemmas in the protection and regener-
ation of SOT from the perspective of policy analysis, which suggest that most exist-
ing historical areas had been included in the reconstruction list thanks to material
degradation, reconstruction will be used as the primary regeneration method because
of its economic benefits, and regeneration methods based on heritage characteristics
lack practical considerations.

Keywords: spatial evolution; urban heritage; spatial form; Shanghai old town
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