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Progress of Research on Urban and Rural Planning Law in China in the
Last Three Decades
LU Yiping, WEN Chaoxiang

Abstract: Based on CNKI database, this paper uses Citespace literature analysis
tool to comprehensively analyze research papers on urban and rural planning law
in the core journals of law and of urban-rural planning published in the past 30
years. Characteristics of development periods, distribution of journals, distribution
and research strength of academic institutions and keywords and co-words are ana-
lyzed. Meanwhile, the paper compares legal researches in the two fields of envi-
ronment and land resources and identifies deficiencies in the study of the Chinese
urban and rural planning law. It summarizes legal researches on the planning law
system, planning formulationand planning management and puts forward future di-
rection directions of theoretical researches. It is found that researches on urban
and rural planning law by legal scholars are still in its infancy and research direc-
tion is discursive. In contrast, researches by planning scholars has drawn more at-
tention. Such results are reflective of the social economic changes in different peri-
ods of time. The study also finds that current urban-rural planning law researches
focus more on administrative law, researches on land and resources law command
the highest level of esteem, researches on environmental law draws highest de-
gree of attention, and researches on the overall legal system tend to be the most
mature. In the background of the reform of land and spatial planning, the future
directions of planning law studies will move toward a transcendence of the depart-
mental law system, strengthening regional- concerns, regulating statutory planning,
paying attention to people's livelihood, and building the criminal punishment and
judicial relief system.

Keywords: law; urban and rural planning; regulatory system; legalization; legisla-

tion; visualization
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Tab.3 List of institutions in the three research areas based on the number of articles (top 7)
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Fig.9 Cluster analysis of cross research between law and land resources /law and environmental protection
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