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Challenges and Local Responses of the Hinterland City in China’s Global City re-
gions: A case study of Dongguan
HUANG Zhe, ZHONG Zhuogian, YUAN Qifeng, BAN Pengfei

Abstract: Since the beginning of the 21st century, new global city-regions such as
Guangdong-HongKong-Macao Great Bay Area have sprung up, and researches on
their development mechanism have gained currency. Most of the existing researches
focus on the global cities, and attention to the hinterland cities is insufficient,
therefore, it is exigent to summarize the relevant theories. In order to improve the
overall analysis framework of Global City-region, this paper takes "Guangdong-
HongKong-Macao Great Bay Area" as an example to examine the evolution of
hinterland cities in the emerging Global City-regions and analyzes its development
dynamics. The empirical study of Dongguan shows that the global city of Hong
Kong and the regional center city of Shenzhen play important roles in the process
of turning the region into a world factory. Dongguan as a hinterland city is facing
three challenges, including the governance of cross-border regions, integrated
development of the city region, and lock-in of the existing industrial structure. From
the three aspects of inter-regional coordinated development, rescaling, and innovation
transformation, this paper further elaborates on Dongguan's responses in order to
proactively rebuild its competitive advantage in the regional network.

Keywords: global city-regions; Guangdong-HongKong-Macao Great Bay Area; hinterland

city; governance challenges; local responses; Dongguan
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W, 4F, 2016). I, HSEXTEERM
T DX e b 3l T TRT I 114 2 JR ok A B i
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FE BRI KA AT

1 HFREEARH

AR DX AR T I T A E
LR RN T, R T 2
AR EER (BUEIAR, 2011). D4Rk
AR (GPN) FIAERUERE A L
% (Gereffi G, 2014; Yeung H W,
2009), AR AR KA T AN E
. FERIRIAT, 52 DAk (glob-
al city) MYSCHC, MFUE T H 45 B2
PR 57 Bl TR — T S A BRI
TR Z (Friedmann J, 1995; Sassen
S, 2001); eI, SRATHEN TR0
BRGEFIES, i RIVE R
KRR RE R (rescaling) , I
AR TR T S MRl T ) 43 P 25 e
Ry, BRI AL T ARk X —4>
A THIRRTY  (Swyngedouw E, 20005
Brenner N, 1999),

S BRI T DX A 1) Ty il 2 ] P 28T 2
Bl A IR A AR IR AW, 40K
BETTIX R FRI, B EAE ST
BRI X DL BRI L .
5| P AN AR DI RE T T
T2 f5 MO ) ] 7 B = A L DX 1Y
B & BAESCETT UG 43905 A BRI
s I I R B R TS 5 T 20 T
W Iy, AR 22 (] PR E A AR R s (T
Sk, S, 2009) HAeBRILEEA 2.0
AR BBOR B A AR BT 2%
JEZA S O T A BRI 4 T 9 285 4 2H 41
HR BT, 2018) . SEkikdi LAk,
BT A TR S i B SR R A X
o 398 T L A DX s ) 254 52 3
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flows) M4 JEFAEEE T, AR XL
N ERIEAC H — RN L EH
b5y T T AR X e 2%, 1 RN BE I
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M (Hall P, 2009).

Xt R XA IR &, X
JENLB G PO KRN B, — 7T,
JE IR AT SRR 1 FURs (BINREIX )

SRR I IR TT A T M 43
T., BEALBRMLEEIFAT T M= F 2%
MALss (Bldide, 45, 2005; Z={@,
2012). R —J51h, ARk E X
SDYRTIT R E R L T fAvia 2% IR R T IR A
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e [Tl e eI el N R e 2
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IR 4t A F AR i S Bkl .
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HE R OD (origin—destination) %
i 3 20 0 7 TR DX g o 38 T W S S
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feE NRTT

ORI, TS X R BRI =
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PR R [ 5 5 AR i 1) 4 T T (A5
Bk Kk Rt AR R R B B
IO Ah, AT LS S . IR
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2009; A&, 2017).

2008 AFHY EBRZ B fEMUG , HEHE
TE B A 0 JRUBE BT BRI T A ) T
Ik 17 X 3, (city—region) (Wu F, 2003;
XHBRE, 4%, 2010). ABRIHT XA
JEEHERGE WA« CERIT = A X e 4
KRR T (2008—2020 4F) ) (R
VL =90 A s LA (2015—2020
) ) CHUEBARIE R R L) Bl
SRAA, AW . MR THOE A BRI
T XSRS TR Py . A s RO T
XA BRI T DX Ry DAL 5 B 1y 2 T
T BE T8 = TP U N k42 AT
“HEETHRE R GTEXT R
DX I P ) o il 22 HE R Pl L X
ML X IR TR IR AL Ry v, X3,
— AR N, A AR AR R
REEMALUr At Rk G5,
2007; XUEERE, 4, 2010; REaAplgE, 4%,
2019; KR, 45, 2020). E A
XA BRI T DI 0 4 3 R — i B R
Tt (scaling—up) FHIEMTAETFE, 1F
Sy A BRI T S E R PO R L IR
I B TR 3 A, AR
IRTITAE & R F T 22 iR FE
o DARPRPIGE AR BEAF], AR XK
A IR B AR R R T E A A Sk
FERRT | T B R g RS, AR5
A5 b 3R T % AR 2 I 194 22 [ A7 J) AR
HAR B REERCN K (E1) 2, A
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CEE” XIBESE R ——R5EE R
TR 043 B e T i 3nk o1 %ot ARk
X358 Rk e o 7 BB

31 REHRITHERSET
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TARSEINFII TR KSRl . 1978 4F,
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2 IR SEAR BT 1 b 7l SR
FRZE A W i A B A P O (B B 0 265 1 4
Rk R 2 (WY, 4§, 2003).
2008 FFAEERZVF AT ISR K
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— AR BLEEOR R R, REEM
A1 B Bl 8 28 % T I ELOR FE R g .
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NA AR
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Fig.1 Schematic diagram of intercity railway planning in Guangdong—Hong Kong—Macao Great Bay Area

FA SRR A A%

AR T 4= BRI T 9 YR G Rk T A 1 e
R 2 JE AT T A DX SR 0 3 o R
T EZT s (BBAE, 45, 2005;
RATH, %, 2016), Ak, WHIfES
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P 28 35 i BRS Jm e R 7 M s A )
AR TR Z B PRI BRI ) A8 38 X
5 RS P2l St ARSERCN TR
Wl AMNER G L, Hoheh | dhg
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56 GDP S (R m i G, R 1
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SOV T A S R AR TR R A 5 Il B B
M X IR Ze 5 R MLy, SR E X =l
MR R EE R RT3 (R S5 48 i A Bt v A 7%
5 Wk sl 8 T 4 BRI B (0 AIK u 2577
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2018). TEMXHRIIK I A M &R E
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(EZFlE, 5. 2020).
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K2 JCHIRbIR . SRR XA
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3.2.1  EEFHLIX AYIE BEPRAL

. SERTTTEE S IX R T — F51
BRI R D REME ST I M 4, AR5
R EB IR R DX Ry £5 P S 2R AR R A
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157N, MiEAEAERSE TAEERYIZ
1547 N R, sE—bET N Ak
FEFR Rk, Sy is RN
VA TT J5 A b DX BT S T 7™ 0 () k0
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WU o 1T 2 S I R 5 L U B 25 5 e
EENEEE RS ER T
3.2.2 THHGEN KR

FERARE R (B Mg,
REETT KM LORIE L T i —41 ()
PR BUE TR S . AE =k —4k”
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AT E A ATRE, FInTE
T BN G ET O X @Ry 2,
() AR S FRSE R SR IHE S
FE 20004 R EIIAWTO S5, AT W5 %}
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Fig.2 Population heat map of Dongguan on May 25, 2019
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Fig.3 GDP growth rate and total GDP of towns in Dongguan in the past 10 years
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