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Spatial Structure of Shanghai Conurbation Area from Perspective of Inter—
City Functional Links
NIU Xinyi, WANG Yao, LIU Jiawei, FENG Yongheng

Abstract: This paper analyzes inter- city commuting patterns between Shanghai
and its surrounding cities, explores the spatial structure of the Shanghai conurba-
tion region and discusses the corresponding planning strategy for Shanghai Metro-
politan Area. By measuring and analyzing the characteristics of inflow and out-
flow commuting between Shanghai and other cities, it is found that the jobs-hous-
ing spatial relationship of Shanghai has spread to surrounding cities. The commut-
ing links between Shanghai and surrounding cities have an obvious bidirectional
characteristic. The high-frequency inter-city functional links have a significant im-
pact on spatial structure of the conurbation region, which is moving toward func-
tional polycentricity. Therefore, we suggest that the planning of the Shanghai Met-
ropolitan Area should pay more attention to inter-city functional links such as in-
ter-city commuting and its impacts on spatial structure. The spatial system support-
ing inter-city functional links should be incorporated into the planning contents.

Keywords: mega-city region; spatial structure; Shanghai metropolitan area; inter-

city functional links; functional polycentricity
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Fig.1 Comparison of Suzhou and Jiaxing in terms of Shanghai—bound commuting
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Fig.2 Different types of inter—city functional links between cities within the conurbation area
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