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Evolution of the Space Economy of Shanghai Metropolitan Area: The Perspec-
tive of Producer Service
TIAN Lin

Abstract: In the context of globalization and the new international division of labor,
producer service is playing an increasingly important role in industrial development.
Its functional specialization and spatial separation promote the flow and aggregation
of production factors in localized spaces, which serves as an important driver of
spatial restructuring of the metropolitan area. This study constructs the city networks
in Shanghai Metropolitan Area based on the connection of producer service firms
and attempts to understand the evolution of industrial spatial organization from the
perspectives of overall network structure and linkages between industrial subdivision
and spatial characteristics. The analysis shows that: (D From 2001 to 2018, the
service level of Shanghai Metropolitan Area has been elevated significantly, and producer
services are aggregated at a higher degree. @ The industrial spatial organization of
the metropolitan area has grown to be more polycentric and balanced. 3 Certain
categories of producer service, such as finance, business service, science and
technology service, information service, and transportation service tends to polarize.
@) The network structure and the circle structure of producer services overlap in the
metropolitan area. While numerous producer service headquarters gather in the central
city, some new services cluster in the suburbs of Shanghai with several surrounding
cities having been turned into nodes for specialized service. Finally, based on the
research findings, some thoughts on the planning of Shanghai Metropolitan Area are
put forward.

Keywords: producer service; division of labor; Shanghai Metropolitan Area; industrial

spatial organization; linkage of firms; city network
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