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A Sino—US Comparison of the Relationship between the Evolvement of Urban De-
sign Discipline and Social Processes in the New Century—-Based on Literature
Review and Historical Event Analysis

WANG Weigiang, ZHANG Ying

Abstract: This paper adopts a comparative framework and examines the evolvement
of urban design discipline in China and U.S. It situates urban design researches
within the wider context of social processes and maps out the characteristics, phases,
and the relationship between the urban design discipline and social processes in the
two countries since the inception of the new century. A comprehensive research
method combining bibliometric, historical periodization, and event analysis is used.
The paper also provides suggestions on the future development of urban design
discipline in China. The result reveals the Sino-US differences in disciplinary
composition, focus, and academic inquiry logic. The paper then summarizes the
causes from the aspects of external social structure, internal academic regime, and
interaction between the academia and the society. China's urban design discipline
needs to be transformed according to the vision of the new era toward greater self-
identified, elevated social functions, innovative academic regime, and transformative
action strategies in order to take on wider social roles.
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