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A Historical Review of the First Edition of Beijing Master Plan: A Commentary of
the Draft Plan for the Reconstruction and Expansion of Beijing in 1953
LI Hao

Abstract: Beijing, the capital of China, was representative of a special city type
that implemented the policy of reconstruction and expansion in the early days of
new China. Based on archive reviews and interviews with senior experts, this paper
summarizes the background, processes, main content, and technical characteristics of
the first edition of Beijing's urban master plan (the Draft Plan for the Reconstruction
and Expansion of Beijing) in 1953, and expounds on its epic significance. The
master plan of 1953 is the first comprehensive and normative urban master plan of
Beijing in modern sense, which was a result of cooperation between multiple
departments. It preceded the planning of many other key cities in China and had
distinct characteristics. The plan had put the long disputes in Beijing's planning
practice to an end, preliminarily unified the guiding ideology in the Capital's
planning, and laid the foundation and framework for the city's future development
for decades.

Keywords: urban history; the history of urban planning; Beijing; the first edition of

the urban master plan; Changguanlou planning group
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Fig.1 Beijing’s urban planning sketch—general plan (revised in 1954, redrawn version)
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