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On the Origin, Evolution and Transformation of the Development Zones in China:
Perspectives and New Agendas
ZHAO Min, WANG Qixuan

Abstract: Development Zone is one of the most important economic development
tools and institutional innovations in China since the launch of the reform and
opening policies, and it is also closely related to urban development and planning.
This paper provides a comprehensive review on China's Development Zone practices.
Firstly, it discusses the definition and the institutional space of development zones
by tracing their origin within an international context. Secondly, it analyzes the
evolutionary path and the institutional background of development zones from its swift
emergence to subsequent rectification and standardization, and then to the exhibition
of new trends. Finally, the paper evaluates development zone performances,
characteristics, and the needs for transformation, and discusses major governance
strategies in the new era. This paper is the first attempt to present a complete
picture of China's development zone practice and it corrects several misperceptions.
The new idea of future development zone transformation put forward in this paper
provides useful reference for decision-making.

Keywords: development zone; origin and evolution; development trend; general

evaluation; governance strategies

‘%}:ﬁg”EﬁE&ﬁ%mﬁ%ﬁg%%ﬁﬁ%ﬁWﬂﬁE@%iﬁZ*,ﬁﬁ5
ST R R RN T R 1) O SR A R B ) [ P 2 S R L A X B R
MR E AL (FEF K, 2013; MW, 4%, 2021), ARG AT AT T L
X4 e (B, 2006), ARREFIFAXWEREZE (K, 2008; k#§, T
POF, 2019) . AR RATIRER ISR (BRZME, 4%, 2016; f1lf, 2018; T AL,
&, 20195 BR/NAE, SE, 2019). MESERMCEE , BEITBEEFBORS A L
X AT DR, DA i B R A A B ARG B R 5

AR BT T & DX S e PR Pk Dy B E A Tri o 00, DR FREIJT & X 240
FFEIEA RNFIRIX s AEARAF SRR L AR PPN A B L, SR O R XY
R R T SUBURIA BRI, A FOGAH G BRI Fpe sk A — 2 2% e,

1 MSRERFRED

1.1 FERXBEX REBMHT
111 FFRXE X FEARISH
e E 09T & X R A 2 7 A U T X Sl X B 288, I8 55 ] PR 4 IX ) o



20214 % 6 48

B AR 2 #

%% 2664

F RS2 H & (Wong S W, 45,
2005) . FFERAENBCETHLS (#
Yy, SRR N T E R R TR
SHEELEMAE (T, %, 2004;
JKHE, 2011; 2P, 4F, 2015), JF4h
BEHEAMN (PEHEXFZAE
Y (LURfRR (A HZ) ) Y83k,
PIRPE & X2 R BURIEES ST,
A R0 Y sz [ BRSO T T —
E P B BR R LA R A BRI A
FFREHIX

ANFTF K XA O  m . BRARE (L
IR BRI AE HETAT S A
PTG, PR3 AT & X
(LIFfRIfR “IFX” ) SRRl
FEEX (ITRFE “m#ix” ) Rk—
W, B DA PSR WL & XOR PR AR
BIFRIX . AT R XA AR
FATEME, (H S LB A 7 T
FERFF L KB SERE (3KHa, 2011).

Fifi 75 S 5 LA B 2006 4R RRAT2018
ERR (A ESR) kA, BORME “IF
KIX” BZEAREEC 2R IR (R 1),
Hij, ERBHKEXMSETEHFX . &
BX L HEOCHRR WA X bR R4
FrATEX . HAZEARIF & X S5 KSR,
AT E AR 9 e BORT SR IE
BYIFRRX N BB TS, (AEH
SR HARXTHAEA 43
1.1.2 FEXAH S A EE

I B A IT & XA 1 R R A
FEBME, PRERMWEESIS . AT
9, BLIET —EARTERT 5
ny, BAEBHRENE (Ut 20065
BA 9, 2006), WNZEFLMENE,
WST IR IX R T “FI R IE”
CEIVER N BE s A B S0 ) TR
TR Rl KRG DA A Y
AR, BREL—FIREER, 1
FE TS B AR K S
T AR BRI T LI
KK Ry as [ AR BT B RS OB
A, 2010).,

st E v s, R X R TRE
W TF RO A5 6 [ P2 06 0 = SR I il
T EEAR P B 25 )5 5 A DA SE 36 A
FEs AT A BRI SIS TER
ORI 2 A B Mt 288 I S R W 5 | AR o
WA . L, & X REE A A T 28

&1 2006 FMFI2018 FIR (FEFLREZAEER) FIIKHFLERESR

Tab. 1 Types of DZs listed in The Directory of Audited Development Zones in China (2006 and 2018 edition)

ES 20068 |2006KHE (1) 2018 54! 20184kt (A4N) | KBS [E] WA
ZIFIX. 49 ZIFIX. 219 1984 BB
T 53 X 156 1988 BHEHS
FBLIX 15 s e CEE
VAR WA X 1 P
M5 HOTIK o TGRS XA 135 1990 LR, AT
AT AIER 14 NSRS AT A AEIX 19 1992 [EEaiS
HAWIERIF KX 33 HABIERIIF KX 23 1989 e
J=San 222 it 552 —
AW | AYITRIX 1346 BYTIF Rz IX. 1991 — CESHN
FARIB . 2006 F A 2018 F i1 (A% B FE) g
TrRIRN KA, Wit P,

BlEr A5,

1.2 HRME

MR X RGEMSE, W EAT T
RN A, DRI A 2 sk o
F IR AR B, IR AR
HT R [ T A DX 5 R 8 1) o) B P s P

Fr e AL
AR SCHETIT R IX 114 ] 2 2 ) P

HWTF R AELE , (RBP4 R ol 2
A I HERT LR AR . T S
Fe B P TP (975 W SO BB &
XHZE; RIG4 & E NN RS
R f, AT IF R XN T EGER”
B CROEURALEAL” . R AR 1
KA, T BB A BRIEA
i BE A B e B RUBE G R o TR TR A 5K
UEAFFFE A -, oF T [ O 2 DX 52 B e
MESEASCEATEAT , B UERE R T B s 2
P a5 IEAEIE R SR AR 4
HERVHRS SRy, REE AR T A X IR B
AR TR, RE R IT A X 73 I
Mor2ete T JPRAXBRHIED . Tk
DXl R ) 5 2R LA T T

2 FERHGE

21 BERMSEZRAEFR

197843 1 T — i = sl T
LE B0 NE W NS P A 0E P
FTRFTHE . ARy k. X415 o r
R RAFH R s (EAR i B2 5 1 B 4t
T, HR&FHS R R GRS,
1980 4FAX, BCHETFHH AL T “BiG Ak
TR B, AR ERAT IR 4 T
HRT, FERXET “WEdEy”, FH
ST B A Y BRI B, R HL A R

Xf R EUR T, HER ST A X
WER R T BRI IR 2 T R e, R
R TR R ECEITHCZ # o A M T7 EURF il
H, WHERSTT R X EB, HiEgst
K SR S A R B BAEE A
Tk BUE B i A BRI B 21
B, IFREAT B TT A LR, LA
REAR “FRT PRISE A AR T i)
UK, JRERORSNG . 57 Sl
A B AT RIS KA £

22 ERERHEE

FRE T & X AT RS A 1 4F1E
EAERN BRI J il A i % T [ A1
WIS (ikH, 2011); Hrhdedpy
AHOMTIX (Export Processing Zones,
EPZs). Bl#REIX (Science Parks, SPs),
VL R 9% [ i Al 4 X (Enterprise Zone,
EZ) Rk HF % v 7] (Urban Develop-
ment Corporation, UDC) (1),

Horr, 205 Jre v [ 50 H T
XEEE (Wong K'Y, 4§, 1984) F4E5
M 7 E VAR (BIFIX)
MR . T E M HF X AR ST 2 ) R
AN S T4, KT T A RS
RIZE B (i fir s 2003 4F 8 55 B ML i 4
Ja . MUY, HURRERIA TR
AR, TP XS IR 2
TR, A—TH, STl RS
WA AR b, 51T T &k
IR ER XA B (Nahm K B, 2000),
(D RN (7N S =T Tk 5 % N S -2
X7 CRRT X)) RORIRN S A . FRIE e
X REZRZ (1998 4FTE 44 Rk
W) FE CJAEHLT IWE, SEX
SR IGETHRIT A, R
DR R REEAHL, S,

29



B R ERF  AE CTFARY e SRR R A6 B R
MY (CET ki A ) TR 22 B
KRBT IR B 5 B FTS iu@(%?mﬁﬂ@kﬁ%m¢%m@
Frab ) FHEEM, TREAT
L 19O —RUREFRINE | R S DT | A TR A FIX TS : YL R T Ak
IR HITE (Shannon EPZ) LB T TR0 5 PISRAEDD . TR B T AR T

195 VFE—HH g K AE R

itiJF %24\ (UDC)

1 (Enterprise Zone ) , Kt NI

i ( Stanford Research Park ) , *4 fFﬁﬁUﬁ%ﬁAﬁEF e L R T e X
B2 5 16 LA : YR & B SR

177 S LA I st |1 vk,

AT IR IX B 5% IPBLECRAF S T s

1 FERMERER

Fig. 1 The international experience in development zone development
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Fig. 2 The spatial relationship between DZs and new type DZs
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Fig. 3 The emergence and evolution relationships between DZs and new type DZs
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Fig. 5 Changes in the number of laws and regulations issued about DZs by the central and local governments
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