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Ecological Civilization in Zhejiang: Paradigm Evolution and Governance
Innovation of Evaluation—oriented Planning
SHI Dehao, CHEN Qianhu, CHEN +Hao

Abstract: First of all, this paper systematically reviews the evolution of ecological
civilization in Zhejiang Province. It then summarizes a series of projects relating to
ecological civilization (e. g., the beautiful countryside, the characteristic town, and
the beautiful towns) into a paradigm of ‘evaluation-oriented planning'. Through
further analysis of the core elements of such planning, including application criteria,
evaluation-index system, and specialized operational mechanism, the paper argues
that evaluation-oriented planning results from a combination of technical rationality
from spatial planning and China's governance rationality, and it balances the power
of provincial and local governments, planning rigidity and elasticity, and vertical and
horizontal intergovernmental relations. Finally, the paper points out that the essential
difference between planning toward industrial civilization and that toward ecological
civilization lies in the plan's capability to improve the built environment without
relying on the land. At the same time, the paper also reflects on the lock-in effects
from excessive reliance on administrative tools.
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Tab. 1 The index system of evaluation—oriented planning and its rigidity and flexibility
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