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Reconstructing the Urbanization Path: Responses to Territorial Spatial Planning
in Tibet from the Perspective of Urban—Rural Resource Allocation
TIAN Jian, ZENG Suiping

Abstract: Endogenous driving forces of urbanization in Tibet are weak, and
historically Tibet has been greatly influenced by policies of external aids. The old
model of promoting urbanization through the provision of public facilities,
centralized allocation of land resources, and industrial development is not stable or
sustainable, and is ill-fitted to the unique conditions of urbanization in Tibet. Under
the guidance of the goals of achieving high-quality development, the paper proposes
a nearby incremental urbanization path based on endogenous and sustainable
development focusing on farmers and herdsmen. This means that measures should be
taken according to local conditions and public facilities and spaces at the township
level should be allocated to meet the life and employment needs of farmers and
herdsmen, and hence strengthening the foundation of urbanization. Localities will
progress from a stage of semi-urbanization to one of county-level urbanization, and
then to diversified urbanization through resource utilization and gradual population
growth. The paper also provides a technical framework for implementing the
incremental urbanization model. Taking Qamdo, a typical urbanization unit in Tibet,
as an example, the paper evaluates the 1,177 administrative villages in the city,
constructs the structure of "living + production circle" unit that covers 68 towns and
villages, lays out its facility support system, and designs the construction land index
system and performance evaluation system. The paper provides theoretical and
practical reference for achieving high-quality urbanization in Tibet.

Keywords: urbanization path; Tibet; territorial spatial planning; town and village

unit; allocation of resources
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Fig. 1 Comparison of urbanization rates between Tibet Autonomous Region and China as a whole from 1978 to 2020
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Tab. 2 Urbanization guidance based on the difference of rural farming and animal husbandry characteristics in Tibet
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Tab. 3 Evaluation index system of rural development
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Tab. 5 Categorical and graded design of urban and rural public service facilities supporting the "town—village" pattern
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Tab. 6 Proposed index system for evaluating performance of nearby and incremental urbanization
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Fig. 7 The geography and traffic location of Qamdo
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