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Proposals for Improving the Living Environment in China
WU Shuoxian, QIU Jianzhen

Abstract: With reference to a few concepts from the traditional Chinese culture and
advanced international experiences, the paper recommends several strategies to solve
China's built environment problems. "Liubai" (leaving blank, or keeping spaces
flexible) planning is a macro-level means of protecting the ecological habitat for
sustainability. Outdoor public spaces of suitable sizes reflect the idea of humanity
and it is a legacy of the Chinese classical garden culture. The temporal dimension
should be seriously considered in the landscape design as is the case for the spatial
dimension. People and their activities should be considered as an important
landscape element so that the folklore culture with regional variations can be
manifested in the environment. Designers should attach great importance to
soundscapes, smellscapes, and lightscapes as multisensory landscapes naturally work
on the human senses and mind. And the paper also suggests that it is necessary to
learn from advanced researches and experiences from foreign countries. A complete
closed loop that includes both pre-project programming and post-occupancy
evaluation needs to be established for all projects in order to achieve the high
quality for the living environment.

Keywords: "Liubai" planning; scale for landscape; temporal design; soundscape &

lightscape & smellscape; pre-project programming & post-occupancy evaluation
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