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Characteristics, Benefits and Significance of the Informal Industrial Land
Renewal: In Comparison with the Formal Renewal Approach
JIANG Zhuyi

Abstract: As formal approaches to industrial land renewal is often hindered by
institutional constraints, informal renewal has long been regarded as a transitional
practice during a specific period of time. Therefore, public policies and academic
researchers tend to anticipate a complete transformation of the informal approach to
a formal one in the future. However, an examination of the role of informal renewal
in terms of economic development, urban service provision, and community
connections shows that the benefits of informal renewal are not exactly the same as
those of the formal approach, which demonstrates the unique and irreplaceable
merits of the former. The advantages of informal renewal includes the nurturing of
emerging industries, the diversification of urban facilities, and the integration with
old residential communities, all of which present features of inclusive development.
Consequently, instead of recognizing formal renewal as the only appropriate
approach, it is held that informal renewal ought to be encouraged, supported, and
strengthened to fulfill a more balanced development in the long term.

Keywords: informal renewal; industrial land; industry incubation; urban service
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Tab.1  Costs of space use in projects of informal renewal
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Fig.1 Spatial distribution of investigated informally—
renewed projects
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Tab.2  Costs of space use in projects of formal renewal
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Fig.3  Spatial distribution of investigated formally—
renewed projects
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Tab.3 Business characteristics of informally—renewed projects
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Fig.5 Business characteristics of informally—renewed projects
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Fig.6  Diversified facilities and vitality in Changyang Valley
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