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The Practice of New Town Planning in Sweden and Its Social Impacts under the
Conceptual Influence of People’s Home
WU songtao, WANG Jingyuan

Abstract: The core tenet of Marxism places people at the center, and countries influ-
enced by Marxism have developed unique conceptual interpretations and practices.
Along this line, the concept of People’s Home emerged and evolved in Sweden be-
tween the 1930s and the 1970s. The concept is embodied in the country’ s new
town development backed by spatial planning and public policies. The paper ex-
plains the historical context of the concept’s emergence and reveals its theoretical un-
derpinnings by dissecting the “ABC”-Town theory proposed during the planning pro-
cess. Focusing on Villingby, it explores the application and evolution of the “ABC”-
Town concept. Through a social impact analysis, the paper demonstrates how the
concept of People's Home can positively influence social development through spa-
tial planning. Four critical factors for success are identified, specifically, the techni-
cal standards used in the ABC-Town planning, a management mechanism emphasiz-
ing government-expert cooperation throughout the planning process, policies ensuring
equitable accessibility to housing, and the recognition of Villingby as a national cul-
tural heritage.

Keywords: People's Home; centrality of the people; ABC-Town; new town sample;
Villingby; social impact
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Tab.1 The planning in Villingby following the ABC—Town concept
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Tab.4 Public policies to ensure fair supply of housing
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