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The Formation Mechanism and Governance Models of Renewing Informal
Spaces in Dilapidated Neighborhoods: A Case Study of Wuhan City
GUO Yan, WANG Han, ZHANG Zhengfei

Abstract: Effective governance in the renewal of informal spaces is crucial to the re-
generation of dilapidated neighborhoods. However, existing theoretical and practical
knowledge in this area is insufficient. This paper examines informal spaces from the
perspective of informality and constructs a theoretical framework to explain the for-
mation mechanism and governance models of these spaces in China's dilapidated
neighborhoods by invoking the concept of informality and the structure-agency
theory. The paper contends that these spaces are the results of both the institutional
environment of deregulation in China's housing and community management reform
and uncontrolled competition for space arising from imbalanced contradiction be-
tween supply and demand. Renewal is a process of re-regulation and rebalancing of
interests based on spatial functions and types of rights. The paper further analyzes a
case in a typical neighborhood of Wuhan. Four types of informal spaces are identi-
fied: spaces with strong functional needs and collective ownership, spaces with weak
functional needs and private ownership, spaces with strong functional needs and
work-unit ownership, and finally, spaces with strong functional needs and private
ownership. Diversified governance strategies, including formalization and partial for-
malization, are summarized to guide extensive practices.

Keywords: informality; dilapidated neighborhood; neighborhood governance; neighbor-

hood planning; urban renewal
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Fig.3 Stakeholder interactions during regulation and deregulation
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