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Practical Directions, Theoretical Logic, and Methodology of Rural Contiguous
Planning: An Analysis in the "Function—Network" Perspective
LI Heping, LAl Wentao, XIAO Wenbin, GAO Liyue

Abstract: Faced with the dilemma of scattered and passive development in rural
China, village development in the country is undergoing the transformation from "iso-
lated construction" to "integrated development" under the guidance of rural contigu-
ous planning, an endeavor that also holds the promise of resolving the issues of un-
balanced regional development. First, the paper argues that rural contiguous planning
in China should follow the principles of respecting geographic differences, building
network connections, and maintaining the system interaction. It then analyzes the ra-
tionales of rural contiguous development in terms of protecting regional interest, fos-
tering village reciprocity, and reshaping local resilience. Finally, it proposes a tri-
partite rural planning system of region-wide zoning, multi-dimensional coordination
in the contiguous areas, and the integration of planning efforts. The paper provides
a reference for rural planning in the new era.
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Tab.1 The main types and characteristics of rural contiguous planning in China
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Fig.1 Diversification of rural regional functions shapes the network of spatial structures
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Fig.2 Theoretical logic of rural contiguous planning in the "function—network" perspective
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Fig.3 Functional integration drives region—wide value transmission

"

i
G aiiiEs

kX e
(a) (LG MR R AL

Cilifhis )

i

2

(a) MBI KR
CMERLEE )

WA RHB NBLC

(b)) HATIRETE B 4 5Kk
LT

4 MEXBKBHELAELETRE
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