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Critical Reflections on Urban Network Research in China
SUN Bindong, ZHANG Jie

Abstract: As relationships between cities have become increasingly close, urban net-
work research as a spatial topic has gained currency in China in recent years. This
paper reviews literature on urban network in China, analyzes the gaps and chal-
lenges of the current scholarship, and provides several reflections and suggestions on
future research. Specifically, significant accomplishments have been made in empiri-
cal analysis in the field of urban network research in China and three key areas of
progress can be identified: network patterns and spatial-temporal process, structural
characteristics and driving factors, and externalities and spatial differences. However,
the study also reveals some research gaps, for example, theoretical research lags be-
hind empirical research, and original studies are lacking. The situation can be attrib-
utable to the gap in conceptual and theoretical awareness, the absence of spatial and
historical reference, and the mismatch of comparative and practical thinking. In view
of this, efforts should be made to strengthen the development in six aspects: concep-
tual logic, theoretical logic, spatial logic, historical logic, comparative logic, and prac-
tical logic. These advancements will contribute to the development of original theo-
ries and significant practical applications on urban network research in China.
Keywords: urban network; theory and evidence; logical interpretation; practical path;
China
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Fig.1 The functional division of monocentric city and polycentricity
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Fig.2 The classification of urban research
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