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An Analysis of the Inherent Logic of Rural Spatial Restructuring in Southwest
Yunnan from the Perspective of Field Theory
WU Dan, GENG Hong

Abstract: The poverty alleviation project has promoted the rapid development of ru-
ral productivity in the impoverished regions of Southwest Yunnan, leading to the sig-
nificant expansion of rural space. The changes in living environment, production
space. and social structure have triggered the restructuring of rural space and local
field. A series of new and hidden issues within institutions, the economy, culture
and society, along with delays in their emergence, have become destabilizing factors
in the transition from poverty alleviation to rural revitalization. Inspired by the field
theory and using the rural area of Lincang City, Yunnan Province, as an example,
the paper explains the principles behind rural spatial restructuring from the perspec-
tives of fields, customs, and capital., It analyzes the adaptive process of multi-
dimensional space reproduction in rural field reconstruction. The paper elucidates the
evolution of rural areas from a field of etiquette and customs based on acquain-
tances and mutual assistance to a transitional stage reliant on semi acquaintances
and family cooperation. It also identifies the delayed reconstitution of the multi-
dimensional system encompassing institutions, the economy, culture, and society.
Built on an understanding of the connections between the people and their land, the
interplays between production and residence, and the dynamics among local residents
in rural areas, the paper proposes the following strategies for rural reconstruction:
fostering consensus in discourse power and order among stakeholders, transforming
the migratory mode of social existence to one based on localized work-residence inte-
gration, and exploring the linkage between new places and new local culture. The
study is anticipated to offer both theoretical and practical insights for consolidating
poverty alleviation efforts, advancing rural revitalization, and achieving sustainable de-
velopment in Southwest Yunnan.

Keywords: field theory; rural areas in southwest Yunnan; customs; spatial restructur-

ing; human-land relationship
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Fig.4 Logical framework of rural spatial restructuring based on field theory
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Fig.5 The logic of structural transformation of rural fields in Southwest Yunnan
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Fig.9 Hysteresis in the reproduction of multidimensional spaces in the rural areas
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Fig.11 Diagram of the relocation of residents of Yiting New Village and Baijiayuan Resettlement
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