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Three Currents of Informal Governance Amidst Old Neighborhood Regeneration
ZHAO Nannan, LIU Yuting, WEN Hong

Abstract: China has undergone a profound transformation from urban renewal to
community-based micro-regeneration. In this process, the communicative and participa-
tory planning approaches have been highlighted. Guangzhou's informal governance en-
deavors at the community level underscores the need for planning innovations that
can foster proactive participation of community stakeholders. Through the case stud-
ies of informal governance in the Enninglu, Dongcheng, and Pantang Communities,
this paper reveals the diverse pathways of community collective actions and their im-
pacts on plan adjustments, policy changes, and governance dynamics. On the one
hand, the paper reviews the evolutions of Guangzhou's community renewal and gov-
ernance models, identifying China's distinctive community governance approach cen-
tered on residents' communities and street offices. On the other hand, it analyzes
ecach case in terms of key actors, collaborative relationships, and policy responses.
On this basis, this study put forward strategies for formalizing avenues for express-
ing public opinions, reinforcing mechanisms of planning participation and consulta-
tion, and institutionalizing the roles of community planners. It provides a reference
for transforming the model of informal governance from one characterized by antago-
nization to one embracing consultation and collaboration.

Keywords: neighborhood regeneration; informal governance; participatory planning;

micro-regeneration; community planner
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Tab.1 Stages of policy evolution of neighborhood regeneration in Guangzhou
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Fig.1 Analytical framework ("Key actor—Collaborative relation—Institutional feedback") to conceptualize the infor-

mal governance in neighborhood regeneration
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Fig.5 Photos of Pantang community before and after regeneration as well as the participatory activities
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