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Repositioning and Functional Analysis of Metropolitan Planning
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Abstract: Fostering modern metropolitan regions is a national strategy. although met-
ropolitan planning is being intensively developed, it faces many challenges such as
the coexistence of multiple plans, overlapping content, and difficulties in implementa-
tion. Based on a systematic review of current metropolitan planning practice in
China, as well as international experience and the orientation of national planning
system reform, this paper proposes that metropolitan planning should produce a com-
prehensive and macro-level statutory plan that addresses cross-administrative spatial
boundaries and cross-departmental coordination. Furthermore, metropolitan planning
should be positioned within the national planning system as a type of regional plan-
ning, jointly prepared by multiple departments and submitted to higher-level govern-
ment for approval. Regional planning, represented by metropolitan planning, should
play an important role in implementing national spatial strategies, promoting coordi-
nated regional development, clarifying and improving the national planning system,
and facilitating cross-boundary coordination and the establishment of dynamicmecha-

nisms for local planning.
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Tab.1 Seventeen development plans for metropolitan regions since 2020
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Fig.1 Subordinate relationship between specialized plans and specialized territorial spatial plans
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