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Abstract: The historic city conservation system,as a fundamental framework for pro-
tecting China's urban and rural heritage, emerged during the period of national infra-
structure development, took shape amid reform and opening-up, evolved through
rapid urbanization, and has now entered a new phase after four decades of practice
and exploration. In the latest phase, conservation efforts emphasize living protection
and utilization with cultural inheritance as the core objective. This paper reviews the
evolution of heritage conservation concepts within China's historic city conservation
framework, tracing their progression from mechanistic conservation, which prioritized
boundary demarcation for preservation, to organic conservation driven by the pursuit
of integrity, sound governance, and authenticity. Building upon this foundation and re-
sponding to contemporary conservation challenges, the paper further proposes a
people-oriented conservation framework with an emphasis on cultural identity, while

exploring the essential principles for heritage conservation in the new era.
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Fig.1 Historical progress of the cultural heritage conservation system in New China
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