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A Localized Theoretical Exploration of Rural Life Circle Construction from a
Family Perspective
SUN Zhuoyuan, HUANG Yong. WANG Xue

Abstract: To explore a localized theory for constructing rural life circles in China,
this study utilizes a comparative analysis method combining literature review and
field surveys. The evolution of Chinese rural production and living behaviors reveals
the centrality of "family" in the construction of rural life circles, which bear distinct
local characteristics. When considering the family as a core element, and applying
the past life circle construction logic of "behavior—space-time—optimization" to the
Chinese rural life circle, three aspects of adaptability can be discerned: the intergen-
erational behavior perspective within families, the temporal-spatial definition of urban-
rural integration, and the integration of urban-rural public services. In summary, the
construction of localized theory of rural life can start from individual villagers' be-
haviors and extend to family behavior as a whole. The new construct represents a
unique spatial model of Chinese rural life circle which optimizes resource allocation.
The paper proposes a "family behavior-space model" as the theoretical foundation
for Chinese rural life circle construction, which includes research methods for estab-
lishing social proximity space-time path, a rural life circle spatial model based on
proximity, and the mechanism of transforming intra-village mutual assistance to
urban-rural mutual aid networks.

Keywords: urban and rural planning; rural life circle; family; localized theory; urban-

rural integration
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Tab.1 The behavioral logic, space—time logic, and optimization logic of constructing rural life circles
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Fig.1 Three major explanations for the space—time logic of rural life circles
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Tab.2 Summary of intergenerational behaviors in rural families in China
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Tab.3  Analysis on the adaptability of the construction of Chinese rural life circles
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Fig.2 The spatial manifestation with family intergenerational imbalance: the resettlement of a community

in R city as a case
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Fig.3 Profile of residents in a village purchasing commercial housing in the urban area

in their jurisdiction
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Fig.5 Summary of family intergenerational behaviors in a village
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Fig.6 Closed kindergartens and primary schools
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Fig.7 Patches of abandoned farmland
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Fig.8 Abandoned homestead houses
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Tab.4 Three behavioral spaces reflected by the social proximity space—time path
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