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Reflections on the Transformation and Innovation of China’s Planning in Its
Reconstruction Period
ZHOU Lan, DING Zhigang

Abstract: The revolutionary progress of China's planning discipline in the past 40
years is attributable to planning's role in meeting the needs of rapid urbanization in
China's reform and opening up era. The paper pinpoints the transformation and
development of China's urbanization and focuses on the reform and reconstruction
of its urban planning profession. It proposes that the scale and the methodology of
urban planning need to be adjusted to suit the needs of the macro-level national
territorial spatial planning, as well as those of meso- and micro-level urban
regeneration. The paper argues that the planning and the management of urban
regeneration projects need to be shifted to a model characterized by integration,
dynamic governance, and governance localization. As China's urban society gradually
develops and matures, several topics need to be further explored, such as the
improvement of urban governance with the supported by digital technology, the
strengthening of governance capacities within the context of urban acquaintance
networks, and the transformation of spatial governance in the post epidemic era. In
regard to these issues, the paper discusses possible directions of development in
China's urban planning theories, covering aspects of urban, social, and spatial
governance innovations. The paper also points out that future planning theories
should be rooted in the thriving urban culture and modern civilization.
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